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Compassion towards the Homeless
Introduction 
	Homeless people represent one of the most vulnerable groups in American society. It is common to see these individuals along the streets or in subways as they struggle to cover themselves with torn blankets. Besides, this statistic adds up to more than 500,000 individuals in the country. This group also experiences challenges such as mental and physical health issues as well as social exclusion. However, people have different perceptions and attitudes towards this large group. Also, homelessness increases as the country’s economy declines. Therefore, the reason for conducting this study is to understand the public’s attitudes and beliefs towards the homeless as this is crucial in deterring the cases of homelessness. The act of compassion, for example, plays a crucial role as it enables a person to understand the suffering experienced by someone else. Therefore, compassion towards the homeless is a crucial topic as this attitude helps in understanding the causes and solutions to the problem. 
My hypothesis is that compassionate people are more likely to support strategies to help the homeless as compared to the less compassionate. A null hypothesis is that people without compassion will show no support to the homeless. An alternate hypothesis is that females will show more compassion and support to the needy. 
The dependent variable for this study includes the behaviors of compassionate and less compassionate people towards the homeless. Behaviors imply actions performed by a person towards others. Also, Huffman (2017) defines compassion as a deep understanding of the suffering experienced by others, combined with the wish to relieve their pain.
The independent variable for this research is the homeless. According to Huffman (2019), a homeless person is someone who experiences challenges such as lack of a place to live that is affordable, decent, and supportive. Thus, homeless people will refer to people in this state in the US. 
Literature Review 
	Many scholars have researched the attitude of compassion towards the homeless in the US. These scholars apply diverse methods, including surveys and interviews, to understand aspects such as the role of compassion in helping the homeless as well as how this attitude impacts other behaviors towards the population. Most of the researchers in this area of study also point out the importance of recognizing the needs of the homeless. For instance, Huffman (2019) affirms that social and emotional support, as well as a sense of belonging, is essentials among the population. Additionally, Huffman (2019) asserts that homeless people, especially young adults, need assistance with daily living, mental health, and help to re-establish their lives. The researcher continues to explain that people who understand these needs are more likely to have attitudes such as compassion towards individuals in the situation (Huffman, 2019). 
Regarding the impact of compassion on actions, Huffman (2017) showed that this attitude also includes values such as kindness, respect, and empathy. As such, the scholar affirms that these values are the main aspects that motivate actions. As an attempt to relieve suffering, a compassionate person may respond by providing basic needs to encouraging independence among the homeless (Huffman, 2017).
	Researchers on the topic of homelessness also aim to understand the changing attitudes among Americans over time. For instance, Tsai et al. (2019) affirm that in the 14thcentury, many of citizens treated this population as criminals, and this contributed to the social exclusion of the group. As such, the number continued to grow as this attitude affected approaches to improve their state. Additionally, Tsai et al. (2019) showed that in the 1980s the attitude of the public towards the homeless began to change. The scholar affirms that people were more compassionate as this feeling was replaced with anger. 
	The research by Reppond& Bullock (2018) also noted that attitude during the late 1980s was mainly influenced by the media portrayal of the homeless. For instance, the media constantly published reports and images of homeless people in public places, especially in urban areas. The large number gathered in parks, and this made people uncomfortable (Reppond& Bullock, 2018). Nevertheless, Reppond& Bullock (2018) noted that this attitude also motivated the government to take measures. For instance, the scholars affirm that the mix of compassion and anger led to an increase in spending on low-income housing to promote self-sustaining among the population. As such, Reppond& Bullock (2018) also conclude that compassion helps in understanding the important needs of the population. 
	Reppond& Bullock (2018) also introduces the concept of tough love to explain the role of compassion towards the homeless. The researcher notes that tough love, regarding homelessness, involves setting policies that intended to enable independence and happiness among the vulnerable population. As such, individual volunteers may contribute by teaching the person through examples of how to be assertive (Reppond& Bullock, 2018). Additionally, Reppond& Bullock (2018) affirms that compassion from the government may involve collaboration with local communities to create employment and promote self-sufficiency among homeless people. Also, the government contributes to funding civil rights projects to promote the continuum of care to the population. According to Reppond& Bullock (2018), these initiatives began to gain more popularity in the 1990s and are still enforced in contemporary society. 
	Researchers involved in this topic also seek to identify factors affecting compassion towards the homeless. For instance, Gross&Wronski (2019) conducted research to identify socio-demographic related to this topic. As such, the scholar identified that young females who are less wealthy are more compassionate to the homeless and believe that structural factors contribute to the issue. Also, these individuals are more likely to donate finances in federal projects since they believe policies can help in improving the population’s state. Additionally, Gross&Wronski (2019) found that participants who were more financially stable are less compassionate and do not trust the homeless. According to the researcher, this group is also less likely to support government funding since they do not believe this approach cannot help in solving the problem. Nevertheless, Gross&Wronski (2019) affirm that the group with the highest level of compassion involves people who have been in the situation of homelessness. 
	Gross&Wronski (2019) also aimed to show the effects of empathetic ability on the behaviors of people. The scholar affirms that charity organizations apply this value of compassion to encourage financial support from the public towards supportive activities towards the homeless. As such, the organizations use strategies such as narrating stories of a homeless person to enable people to relate to the needs of the population. Also, Gross&Wronski (2019) point out that this feature is mainly present in the organizations ‘website as the managers display different humanizing messages to the audience. The scholar affirms that these approaches work as people are more likely to contribute high amounts depending on how they relate with the message. 
	The level of compassion towards the homeless is not shared by everyone in society. Research by (Phillips, 2015) aimed to show the limits of compassion by surveying undergraduate students’ attitude towards the homeless. According to the scholar, majority of the participants believe that the homeless deserve financial support from the government, but the participants shared some concerns about the population. For instance, a small percent of the participants claimed that certain members included in the bracket of homeless people are not actually homeless and thus do not deserve support. Also, 32% believe that some take advantage of the system to get better housing. Furthermore, 29.56% of the participants assert that these individuals brought fate to themselves since they are unmotivated to work (Phillips, 2015). As such, this group is confident that many jobs are available for the homeless to utilize and change their status without relying on the government of the public. 























Methodology
This report involves qualitative research, which is systemic and exploratory in nature. The aim of applying this method is to analyze secondary sources of data related to compassion towards the homeless. Regarding the systemic approach, this research aims to review existing studies and provide an exhaustive summary of different literature sources. As such, the research begins with a defined research topic that guides the review of research. 
The research also applies data from observation to relate content from literature with real-life events. This method helps in improving the relevance of the topic by analyzing the problems and providing solutions. Besides, Reppond& Bullock (2018) affirm that this approach is crucial in social sciences since it helps in minimizing bias, which is more likely when using techniques such as interviews alone. Regarding explorative nature, this study aims to guide the reader to understand the opinions, reasons, and motivation of various researchers on the topic. The attitude of people on homelessness is a sensitive subject; thus, this research aims to dive into the problem and provide relevant insights from scholars with experience in diverse fields, including sociology, psychology, and public policy. 
The method of collecting data was also guided by the dependent variable, which involves compassion responses from people towards the homeless. As such, some of the factors considered involved behaviors such as support from the government to address homelessness and donations from private organizations. Additionally, the study also focused on analyzing the influence of compassion towards the needs. For instance, some of these factors included in the report are influenced by the media, and knowledge on the challenge experienced by the population. Consequently, these variables helped in proving that compassion is an important attitude that helps in the development and implementation of strategies to solve homelessness in the US. 

Discussion of Results 
	The data from the five articles supported the hypothesis that compassionate people are more likely to support strategies to help the homeless as compared to the less compassionate.  These articles were easy to read and added knowledge to the topic. For instance, all scholars affirm that the attitude of people towards the homeless plays a crucial role in determining the behavioral response towards the population. In these studies, compassion comes out as the most crucial aspect related to great to the group. This concept entails assuming the perspective of another person to understand their emotional status. As such, more empathetic people are more likely to offer support to the population since they understand their needs (Huffman, 2017). Nevertheless, certain sociodemographic factors also help to understand the difference in compassion among different people. For instance, Gross&Wronski (2019); Tsai et al. (2019) affirm that females who are less educated have higher sympathy and are more likely to demonstrate kindness to the group.
Additionally, the significance of compassion is also demonstrated by Gross&Wronski (2019), who found that charity organizations that share humanizing stories are more likely to encourage financial support from the audience. Nevertheless, Phillips (2015) points out that a small percentage of the public do not believe that this group deserves the support that is emphasized by different organizations. These perspectives are based on the idea that some people take advantage of government facilities by claiming to be homeless. As such, this challenge also affects statistics identifying the exact percentage of the unfortunate members of society. However, these studies also demonstrate that parties such as media outlets and civil rights movements should implement strict strategies to show the actual state of the homeless to educate the public on the needs of the population. Consequently, this approach will lead to motivating the government to create appropriate approaches that target mental health, and employment to promote independence among the group (Reppond& Bullock, 2018). 
Conclusion 
	In conclusion, the literature review plays a crucial role in exploring problems in society. Different scholars have researched the attitude of US citizens towards the homeless. The behavioral response act as the dependent variable since they are influences by certain socio-demographic factors among participants. Nevertheless, the majority affirm that more compassionate people are more likely to support activities to help the population. This value entails understanding the needs of the populations as well as how their problems affect their psychological and physical health. Finally, this aspect should be applied in the real world by outlets such as the media to emphasize the seriousness of homelessness in the US, and this will lead to solutions to eliminate the problem. 
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